Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited

Department: Education

Description: Policy

y I\

Administrative Area: Risk Management and Compliance

Type: Mandatory

ADVENTIST
EDUCATION

Document Name: Vaccination Policy

Issue Date: 9 March 2022

Document ID: SQS168.003.EDU

Review Date: Term 1-2024

Noosa Christian College

Vaccination Policy

The purpose of this policy is to provide a guideline to Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South
Queensland) Limited on vaccination of students and staff to effectively manage the risk to

Purpose:
children and employees of exposure to diseases that are preventable by vaccination.
The policy for vaccination of students and staff is applicable to all schools operated by
Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited. It includes children attending
Scope: all of the system’s schools, parents and employees, including full-time, part-time,
permanent, fixed-term and casual employees, as well as contractors, volunteers and people
undertaking work experience or vocational placements.
e Public Health Act 2005 (Qld)
e Public Health Regulations 2018 (Qld)
e Australian Privacy Principles
References: ,
e SDAS(SQ)Ltd’s WH&S Policy Statement Schools
e SDAS(SQ)Ltd’s Early Childhood Immunisation Policy
e SDAS(SQ)Ltd’s Privacy Policy
Status: Approved Supersedes: SQ5168.002.EDU
Policy Owner: Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited

Authorised by:

Education Director Date of Authorisation: 9 March 2022

Approved by:

This policy has been ratified by the Board of Directors of Seventh-day Adventist Schools
(South Queensland) Limited as the Vaccination Policy for Seventh-day Adventist Schools

(South Queensland) Limited.

Pr Brett Townend

Board of Directors Chairperson: Date of Approval: 9/03/2022
Pr Colin Renfrew

Board of Directors Secretary: Date of Approval: 9/03/2022

Review Cycle: Reviewed Biennially (every two years) Next Review Date: Term 1 - 2024

Review Team: Board of Directors, NSSAB, Chief Executive Officer, Project Officers

Revised by: Section Details of Changes

Steve Cowley Appendix Replaced March 2015 National Immunisation Program (Queensland

(8 February 2018)

Schedule) with July 2017 National Immunisation Program (Queensland
Schedule)

Vanessa Woodman
(5 August 2019)

Whole document | Updated formatting to the New Template



https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/P/PubHealA05.pdf
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/P/PubHealR05.pdf
http://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-act/australian-privacy-principles

Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited

Department: Education

Description: Policy

Administrative Area: Risk Management and Compliance

Type: Mandatory

Document Name: Vaccination Policy

Issue Date: 9 March 2022

Document ID: SQS168.003.EDU

Review Date: Term 1-2024

Revised by: Section Details of Changes
Vanessa Woodman Title page - Updated Public Health Regulations 2005 (Qld) to 2018
(5 August 2019) References Updated ECEC reference to ‘ELS” and Added ‘Infectious Disease’ Policy
Removed reference to SDAS(SQ)Ltd Enrolment & Orientation Policy
and Record Retention which are school based level policies.
Vanessa Woodman Section 2 - Updated Reference for Contagious condition to Public Health
Definitions Regulations 2018 (Qld), Sch 4, Part 2

(5 August 2019)

Vanessa Woodman

Section 3.1.1 &

Updated ‘Immunisation’ Policy to say ‘Vaccination’ Policy

(5 August 2019) 313
Vanessa Woodman Section 6 - Replaced July 2017 National Immunisation Program (Queensland
(5 August 2019) Appendices Schedule) to April 2019 Immunisation Schedule Queensland
Vanessa Woodman Title page - Added ‘Schools’ to “‘WH&S Policy Statement

References

(9 March 2022)

Updated ‘lliness & Infectious Disease Policy’ to ‘Early Childhood
Immunisation Policy’

Vanessa Woodman
(9 March 2022)

Section 1.1.1 &
3.1.1

Updated ‘vaccination age milestone’ from Year 8 to Year 7

Vanessa Woodman Section 2 Immunisation history statement:

(9 March 2022) Deleted ‘Childhood’ from Australian Immunisation Register (AIR)
Updated ‘immunisation’ to ‘vaccination’ in reference to a ‘recognised
vaccination provider’.

Vanessa Woodman Section 6 — Updated the Queensland Immunisation Schedules from 2019 to 2020-

(9 March 2022)

Appendices &
References

2021




1. Policy

Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. is committed to ensuring the health and safety of children
and employees at the schools we operate who are at risk of exposure to diseases that are preventable by vaccination.
Immunisation of children and employees is an effective way to manage this risk.

It is the policy of Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. to:

e Actively support the immunisation of all children enrolled at the service;
e Actively support the immunisation of all employees working at the service; and
e Inform parents and employees of vaccination recommendations.

In line with the Public Health Act 2005, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. will comply with
requests from Queensland Health for information regarding a child enrolled at the service who has a contagious
condition.

1.1.1 Children

Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. requires details of any previous infection with vaccine-
preventable diseases and the immunisation status for such disease for each child to be kept in their enrolment record.
Accordingly, an immunisation history statement will be sought from families upon the enrolment of their child, and
thereafter when the child passes a vaccination age milestone relevant to Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South
Queensland) Ltd. (being in Years 7 and 10).

In accordance with the National Health and Medical Research Council, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South
Queensland) Ltd. recommends that enrolled children are vaccinated according to their age group. Please see
Appendices for more information regarding the recommended vaccinations according to a child’s age group.

1.1.2 Outbreaks of Infectious Disease:

In accordance with the Public Health Act 2005, if children are not medically vaccinated according to their age group,
they will be excluded from attendance at Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. during outbreaks of
some infectious diseases in the community (such as measles and pertussis), even if the child is well. If a family has not
provided an immunisation history statement to the service, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd.
will assume that the child is not medically vaccinated and act accordingly.

Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. requires details of any previous infection with vaccine-
preventable diseases and the immunisation status for such diseases for each employee to be kept in their
employment record.

Furthermore, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. recommends that its employees are
immunised against:

e Pertussis
e Measles—-mumps—rubella (MMR)

e Varicella
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e Hepatitis A
e Influenza

e Hepatitis B (if caring for children with intellectual disabilities)
Employees who are pregnant or immunocompromised should seek their own medical advice about vaccinations.
If an employee refuses reasonable requests for immunisation, there may be potential consequences as follows:

e Being excluded from work during outbreaks of preventable diseases.

2. Definitions
Definitions relevant to this policy include:

Catch-up schedule: a documented plan to complete a course of vaccination and provide optimal protection
against disease as quickly as possible

Contagious condition: means a contagious medical condition prescribed under the Public Health Regulation 2018,
Schedule 4, Part 2 as a contagious condition

Immunisation: both receiving a vaccine and becoming immune to a disease, as a result of being vaccinated
Immunisation history statement: Section 160A of the Public Health Act 2005 defines this statement as being:

e an official record issued by the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) or

e aletter from a recognised vaccination provider (e.g. a General Practitioner or recognised immunisation
nurse).

The Red Book or Personal Health Record from Queensland Health is a good record for parents. However, as it
contains hand written immunisation records it is not recognised as an official record of a child’s immunisation
status and is not an acceptable form of proof of vaccination.

Medically vaccinated: when a person has received a vaccine that has been scientifically proven to be effective in
preventing disease

Non-medically vaccinated: when a person has either not received a vaccination at all, or has received a treatment
that is said to act as a vaccine but has not been scientifically proven to be effective (e.g. homeopathic or
naturopathic vaccination)

Vaccination: having a vaccine; that is, actually getting the injection

3. Responsibilities

3.1.1 Parents

e Toinform the school promptly if their child contracts a preventable disease.

e Be aware of and act in accordance with Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. Vaccination
Policy;

e Provide an accurate and up to date record of their child’s infectious disease record and an up to date
immunisation history statement upon enrolment;
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e Provide an accurate and up to date copy of their child’s immunisation history statement when the child passes
a vaccination age milestone relevant to Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. (being in Years
7 and 10); and

e Accept and act upon decisions by Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. to exclude their
child during outbreaks of some infectious diseases if the child is not medically vaccinated against the disease,
as recommended by the National Health and Medical Research Council exclusion guidelines and the Public
Health Act 2005.

3.1.2 School Principal

e To discuss with the parents/carers:
o The school’s policy on vaccination including the recommendation that all students should be
vaccinated,
o The need for disclosure to the school of the child’s vaccination status and record
o The need to keep their child home during outbreaks of preventable diseases in the community
o The need to inform the school promptly if the child contracts a preventable disease.
e To communicate with school staff and provide:
o training and support regarding
= the vaccination policy,
= Information about their obligation to provide the school with their vaccination status and
record.
= Their obligation to remain at home during outbreaks of preventable diseases in the community.
=  Their obligation to exclude from school unvaccinated children during outbreaks of preventable
diseases in the community.
e Keep up to date and accurate records of the immunisation status of children and employees;
e Manage the collection of “sensitive information” about health information, including immunisation, in
accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles;
e Take all reasonable steps to encourage children and employees who are not medically vaccinated to be
vaccinated; and

e Comply with information requests by Queensland Health under section 172 of the Public Health Act 2005.

3.1.3 School Staff

e To participate in training provided regarding the vaccination policy.
e Tofollow any instructions and directions given by the School Principal regarding preventable diseases.
e Be aware of and act in accordance with Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. Vaccination

Policy;

e Provide an accurate and up to date record of their infectious disease record and immunisation status upon
commencement;

e Advise Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. in a timely manner when they receive a
vaccination;

e Accept and act upon decisions by Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. to take
appropriate action to protect employees who are not medically immunised from infectious diseases; and
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e Accept and act upon decisions by Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. to exclude
employees during outbreaks of some infectious diseases if they are not medically vaccinated against the
disease, as recommended by the National Health and Medical Research Council exclusion guidelines.

4. Implementation

In practice, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. commitment to effectively managing the risk of
exposure to diseases that are preventable by vaccination means that it will implement the following measures:

e Awareness - regularly raise awareness of the importance of immunisation, including by the development and
implementation of this Policy, taking all reasonable steps to encourage children and employees to be vaccinated
via the clear support and promotion of this Policy; and

e Record keeping, monitoring, reporting — keep appropriate records, monitor and report on immunisation within
the school.

e Recognise preventable diseases as a hazard when carrying out risk assessments for excursions to remote and/or
overseas locations where the availability of medical assistance is limited and take into account risks to the
following:

o Unvaccinated children

o Unvaccinated staff

o Other people with whom students may come into contact during the excursion such as passengers on
all forms of transport and unvaccinated people in developing countries.

e Where preventable diseases are included as a hazard, the same risk management principles must be applied as
with all other hazards. Eliminate the hazard where practicable and apply control measures where it is not.
Residual risk ratings must be tolerable or lower for the excursion to proceed. Because excluding unvaccinated
children from class during outbreaks of preventable diseases is part of this policy, exclusion of unvaccinated
children from high risk activities where prompt, up-to-date medical treatment is not easily accessible must be
considered as a viable method of controlling risk.

5. Compliance and Monitoring

In accordance with its responsibilities, Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd. will undertake the
following compliance and monitoring activities:

e Keep up to date and accurate records of the immunisation status of children and employees, as follows:
o Develop a child and employee immunisation record that documents each child and employee’s
previous infection with vaccine-preventable diseases or immunisation for such diseases;
Require all new and current children and employees to complete the immunisation record;
When enrolling children, make a note of when the child will need updates to their vaccinations
and remind parents of this in the month prior;
o Regularly update child and employee immunisation records as vaccinations are administered; and
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o Conduct an annual review of the immunisation status of all children and employees and take

reasonable steps to support appropriate immunisation;

e Document advice given to parents and employees; and
e Comply with requests by Queensland Health under section 172 of the Public Health Act 2005.

6. Appendices & References

See Queensland Health:

https://www.health.qgld.gov.au/clinical-practice/guidelines-procedures/diseases-infection/immunisation/schedule

Appendix 1 — Immunisation Schedule Queensland — Children

For larger image: https://www.health.qld.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0032/989114/qgld-immunisation-schedule-

children.pdf

Appendix 2 - Immunisation Schedule Queensland — Adolescents & Adults

For larger image: https://www.health.qld.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0031/989113/gld-immunisation-schedule-

adolescent-adult.pdf
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Appendix 1 — Immunisation Schedule Queensland - Children

Immunisation Schedule Queensland July 2020 @
CHILDREN I

Before vaccinating: LEGEND

» AIWAYS review the Amstralian Immunisation Register (AIF) to check the patient™s previous immunisation history [ Reconstitute

» Checkthe online Australian Immunisation Handbook (the Handbook) or dow nload the Handbook app for information abowt M Intramuescular
catch-up waccination, timing of vaccination for special risk groups at immunisationhandbook_ health. goeau/ S  Subcufaneoss

» Check the comect vaccine dose number has been recorded and report all vaccinations to AlR as soon as possible. AL Anterclateral

IMPORTA NT ROTES
: & Moo applios in all children
VACCINE ERAND . A Moln applies toAbonginal and Termes Strait
Eslander chibdres
Mole appiios. o chilidran B with medical
visk faciors
Children diagnosed with medical risk factors for i 3, o] i are funded to recetve multiple doses of Meningooccal ACWY (Mimenrix) and
Meningecoccal B (Bexsem)waccne. The number and timing of doses is dependent on the age at diagnosis. Refer to the Meningooocoal chapter of the Handbo ok for
mumber and timing of doses.
- H-B-Vaull paediatric . Ghrewithin zg howrs of birth. Can be given
=l OR Engerix B paediatric . W BLthigh o n 7 doys sfter birsh
figed 15 years Iving in Aboriginal and
Toares Strait Islander communities. For
Tubsrculogis e 'y Intradermal{ Gy information reganding eligibilisy
Deltoid search ‘BLGwaccination” on the Quesnsland
Health website
OTPa-hepB-1PY-Hib Infanrix Hexa [ L] M | AL thigh
2 months Preumacoccal Presenar 13 [ ] M [ AL thigh
=:= Flrslsjcoszmdou_'.tb-egin 15 weeks of -
i i age Second dose must be ghend2g weel
AND Rotzsirus Rotarix . Oral ! By mouth of age. Check Rotaric I for timing of
g months waccination
Meningococcal B Bexsern rs M/ AL thigh
DOTPa-hepB-1PY-Hib Infanriz Hexa [ . M | AL thigh
Aberginal and Tomes Strait Islander
Meningococcal B Bexsero i M [ ALthigh  children with medical risk factors for IMD
{zee Handbook)
# M edical risk factors for invasihne
Preumacoccal Presenar 13 rs M [ AL thigh preumococcal disease (IPD) (see
Handbook)
Measbes-mumps- Prioriz .
rubslla IZIEIH!EEE! . 1M or SC | Deltoid
Meningococcal ACNY  Nimenrix [ [ ] M | Deltoid

* Children dizgnosed with medical risk
. Fwctors for IPD at 12 monthes refer to the
Preumacoccal Presenar 13 [ ] 1M | Deltoid Adol wis & Adults schedule for nember
and timing of doses

Meningococoal B Bexzann Y M /Deltoid
- H-B-Vand| paediatric . # Premature baby €32 weeks gestation or

Ll OR Enger B paediatric - M/ Deltoid 5 ooy hirthweight snly

Mezsles-mumps- Priorix Tetr H

rubella+aricells ni""p‘f“ﬁq“; H - 1M or 5C { Dettoid

mﬂﬁpgh Act-HIE [ L] IM or SC | Deltoid

Infanriz .
DTPa O Tripacel . IM | Deltoid
Hepatitis A Vagita paediatric Y IM | Deltoid
Infanrix IFY .
DTPa-IPY OR Quadracel . IM | Deltoid
Hepatitis & Vagta paediatric s IM | Deltoid
# M=dical risk Factors for IPD (see
" .. Handbook)
Pneumococcal Preumov ax 23 I or 5C | Deltoid # Duse at 4 years of age with addtional
diosie at least g years later
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Appendix 2 — Immunisation Schedule Queensland — Adolescents & Adults

Immunisation Schedule Queensland October 2021

ADOLESCENTS & ADULTS Updated Octaber 2021 F=——]
Bafore vaccinating: LEGEND
+ ALWAYS review the Australian Immunisation Ragister (AR) to chadk the patient’s previous immunisation history D Peconstitute
+ (hedk the online Awstralian Immunisstion Hamdbaok (the Handbook) or downlcad the Handbook app for information abouwt M Intramesodar
catch-up vaccination, timing of vacrination for special sk grougs at immunisationhandbock health govaw’ 5 Subotaneous
+ (hedk the morect vacrine dose number has bean recorded and report all vaccinations: to AIR as soon as possibla. AL Anterclatoral

Anditional vacones fior: IMPOATAMNT NOTES

#® Moto appiies o 3l peopia
WACOME BRAND H:F.E & Mot applias io Aboriginal and Tomas Sialt

Isknder peopia

Moto appiies o peopia with modical sk
Eaciorn

medical
sk factons

2 diosas given at 0 and & momths

Human .
E - - = # Immunocompromised and 15 to 19 year old
f
prp:rlu-nwn.u R . Clie =] adolascents require 3 doses given at 0, 2 and
E & months
Diphthariz-tetamus- - .
partussis Eaastrix - M # Daktoid 1 dosa
Meningecoccal Mimersix [ . 1M/ Daktoid 1 dosa
; 1 dicsa recommended for aach pregnancy.
Diphtheria-tetanus-  Adacal . 4 Diattioid Administar batwaan 20-32 wesks gestation
pariussis OR Boostrix Far optimal protacts
Maaslas-mumps- Prioric 1 . IMior SC/ 2 diosgs. Mimimum interval batwean dosas is
rubslla oamma 1 Dahoid A waaks
Prewanar 13 Yy 1M # Daktoid Mbariginal and Tomes Strait [slander people
Tz only. Dependant on previcus pneumocoocal
Presurnovax 73* " D::mid wactinations— Check AIR
Diosa of Pravanar 13 at =50 years of aga with
Praumococcl a dosa of Pneumovax 23, 2-12 moniths after
a " Mo SC8 thatmdﬂ'mase-cnﬂddm_of Prsismnovax 23
Fraumovan Dokoid ait bast 5 yaars after the previous doss (see
Handbook)

1 dicsa at =70 yaears for all nor-indigenous
people. Must ba given at last 12 months after
Pneumococcal Prewanar 13 - 1M # Dahoid any praviouws Pneumosax 23 doss
# Mot required if fully vacdnated pravioushy
against pneumccoccal— Check AIR

1 dose. Catchrup available for ages 71-79
Varicela zoster ; years (unbl 21 Oct 2023). Not to be used
ishinglas) Tostavax . 5C/ Daltoid in peoplewith compromised immune function
[zee Hand book].

Penjpia diagnosed with mecical sk factos:

Prersanar 13 IM / Dakoid # (hildren ¥12 months of age, adolescents
and adults of any age dagnosed with medical
Additioral cnsa risk Factors for imvasive psumoocccal dissasa
2-1z manths after ncbook
pvious coes oF Prsssurnovam 334 ""'E'SF'I =T N
preeTe—— ol o mococcal Dakoid # Dose of Prewaenar 13 at diagnoss
wilibchuaver bs Liar # Dosa of Prewmoves 23, 2-12 maonths after
the dizgnosis dose or at 4 years of aga,
whidhewear is later
Sacond dos IMior SC/
:Im':h; Prsumovan 234 D::mid # Second dosa of Pneumowax 73 at least 5
yaars after the previows doss
Meaningooooal ) . : # Miadical risk factors for imrasine
AT Wimersix [ BRI meningococcal disease

# Muhipla dosas of Meningocoocl ACWY and

Meningocooral B vacting are recommaended

depandant on age of diagnosis and ongaing
Maningoooozal B Esmern IM /Daltoid risk of dissasa

# Rafor to tha Maningocooral chapter of the

Handbook for numbsr and tming of doses

4 Cateh-up |s avalabi for sdclescsnts up 1o 19 years of 209 for diphthort-totanus parbess, pollomyalts, mazskes mumps rutsalls, Bopatit B, chickonpar, human papllomaiiie, meningoonersl AONY
#Madmum I Hetima dosas of Freumovax 13

Note: Befugeas and other humanitarian entrants aged 30 years and older with
no documented history of vacrination ane aligioks for the following vacdnations:

Eligistk: groups irefir to the Handbook for furthaer i i diphitheria-tatanus-partussis, chickenpo, policemyalitis, measle-mumps-rubslla
= Al childran aged & months to ks than 5 years and hapatitis .

» Al Aboriginal and Tosmes Strait Ishinder people aged & months and older Refer to the Handbook for numEer and timing of dos=s.

+ All pregrant women at any stage of pregrancy

» Individuals with medical conditions predisposing them to inf

hitps:fwaw hsalth.gid govawdinical-prctice/guidelines-

» Allindividuals aged 65 years and clder. procedures/disaase-infaction/immunisation
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